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Under the rich, creative environment of the Sundance 
Film Festival, Latino Reel is an event held during the 

festival where Latino film is celebrated in a forum 
of networking and storytelling. The annual event 

features panel discussions on a variety of topics from 
industry leaders and trailblazers, who share their 
experiences, expertise and advice. The purpose of 
Latino Reel is to provide a forum in which aspiring 

and established Latino artists can network and share 
their knowledge and experiences while working to 

hone their filmmaking skills.
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PLATA SPONSORS



PROGRAM
PaneL DiScUSSion
STaTe oF aFFaiRS. LaTino and oTheR diveRSe acToRS, pRodUceRS, diRecToRS conFRonT iSSUeS in 
The FiLm and TeLeviSion indUSTRy.
despite recent breakthroughs in the film and television industry, Latinos continue to face barriers in 
developing Latino-related film projects and producing Latino-focused content. The panel will delve into the 
issues and challenges facing Latinos in the industry today, and discuss the breakthroughs happening to bring 
all voices to the screen. They will address overall trends in the industry and how they affect the role of Latino 
actors and filmmakers from diverse backgrounds who are making an impact on the industry.

moDeRatoR:  anDRew Diaz
andrew diaz has been a working stage and film actor in Los angeles and Utah markets for the past 20 years.  
Recently he has starred in Stop pepper palmer, the emmy winning short film mine and the recently released 
Rob Reiner directed Being charlie.  he currently lives and works in Utah as a Global Real estate advisor for 
the international firm of engel & voelkers with offices here in park city.

PaneLiStS
maRta FeRnanDez,  SenioR vice pReSidenT, oRiGinaL pRoGRamminG, STaRZ
marta Fernandez joined STaRZ in 2007. as the Senior vice president, original programming she supervises 
development and production for the network: her credits include the SpaRTacUS franchise, BoSS, davinci’S 
demonS, BLacK SaiLS, aSh vS eviL dead, FLeSh and Bone and ameRican GodS. ms. Fernandez is 
currently developing a slate of programming for the network aimed at attracting first and second generation 
Latino audiences. These programs will feature positive depictions of Latinos and Latinas as they pursue their 
american dream. She is currently point person for the havana series for the network. prior to her work at 
STaRZ ms. Fernandez worked on the critically acclaimed series; monK (USa) and cRiminaL mindS (cBS). ms. 
Fernandez is a graduate of montclair State University. her family is originally from vigo, Spain.

FRiDay, JanUaRy 20th, 2017
time:  1:00-2:30 Pm

VenUe:  BLack hoUSe
PReSenteD By StaRz



caRLoS PoRtUGaL
carlos portugal began his career at KQed, San Francisco’s pBS station, where he worked on numerous 
documentaries including the emmy award winning “Frida Kahlo: portrait of an artist.”  moving to Los angeles, 
he served as creative director at Fox and Fox Kids prior to becoming showrunner on Sony/Telemundo’s first 
foray into bilingual sitcoms. after working for two seasons as a writer on Tyler perry’s “meet the Browns” and 
“house of payne,” portugal co-wrote and directed two independent movies: the award-winning Latino comedy 
“east Side Story” and the Lifetime teen musical “pop Star.”  For the past four seasons, carlos has been the 
showrunner (co-creator, head writer and director) of hulu’s original series “east Los high.”  he’s currently 
writing a one-hour supernatural drama pilot for FoX as well as developing the american version of the hit 
telenovela “Teresa” for STaRZ.

Ray SantiaGo  (paBLo Simon BoLivaR)
Ray Santiago has recurred on hit television shows “Bad Judge,” “Touch,” “Raising hope,” and “dexter.” Some 
of his feature film credits include Suburban Gothic alongside Kat dennings, Sex ed alongside haley Joel 
osment and George eads, in Time alongside Justin Timberlake and olivia Wilde, as well as american Son, 
meet the Fockers, Girlfight and upcoming indie feature dynamite: a cautionary Tale.  he nuyorican Santiago, 
currently resides in Los angeles, but originally hails from the Bronx in new york. he also attended the 
Fiorello h. LaGuardia high School of music & art and performing arts, the “Fame” school, in new york city.

heatheR Rae
heather Rae produced FRoZen RiveR which won the Sundance Grand Jury prize and was nominated for two 
academy awards. Rae produced the netflix original TaLLULah.  as well she produced and directed TRUdeLL, 
about the late native activist John Trudell.  currently she is producing oceTi SaKoWin, about the uprising 
at Standing Rock. Rae ran the native program at Sundance institute and sat on the Board of Trustees. She is 
native american and a mother of three.

tanya SaRacho
Tanya Saracho was born in Los mochis, Sinaloa, méxico. She is a playwright and Television Writer who’s 
worked on “how To Get away With murder,” hBo’s “Looking,” “Girls,” and “devious maids.” named “Best 
new playwright” by chicago magazine,Saracho has had plays produced at: primary Stages and 2nd Stage 
in nyc, denver Theatre center, oregon Shakespeare Festival, The Goodman Theater, Steppenwolf Theater, 
Teatro vista, Teatro Luna, Fountain Theater, clubbed Thumb, neXT Theater and 16th Street Theater. Saracho 
was named one of nine national Latino “Luminarios” by café magazine and given the first “Revolucionario” 
award in Theater by the national museum of mexican art. She is the founder of Teatro Luna (the first all-
Latina Theatre company in the nation) as well as the founder of aLTa (alliance of Latino Theatre artists). She 
is currently in development STaRZ and 20th century FoX and under commission with:  South coast Repertory 
Theatre and Two Rivers Theatre. Tanya is proud SaG/aFTRa actor.



PaneL DiScUSSion
a mULTicULTURaL conveRSaTion: ameRica’S neW FRonTieR
is the film and television industry telling the stories of all communities and cultures? how are diverse 
communities portrayed, and is the content an accurate representation of the culture? This panel discussion 
will look into content as it relates to the Latino experience. it will address the topics of the industry and how 
artists from diverse backgrounds are able to connect with audiences in sharing their stories.

moDeRatoR:  aLma tiLGhman, oWneR, papeR pLaneS coLLecTive
alma Tilghman is the Founder of *paper planes collective,* a Los angeles based marketing and events 
agency. alma works with brands and media relatednon-profits seeking to create experiences that foster 
diversity in entertainment and the arts. Recently, alma has partnered with cape (coalition of asian pacific’s in 
entertainment) to produce several events highlighting the asian market.

alma has worked with The national association of Latino independent producers (naLip) and helped the 
nation’s largest hispanic civil rights non-profit organization, The national council of La Raza (ncLR) produce 
their nationally televised aLma awards show. Furthermore she collaborated with apple to create campus 
movieFest mexico, the first and world’s largeststudent film festival in mexico.

a native angeleno, her passion for diverse cultural experiences, led alma to Fordham University in new york 
city to earn a B.a. in international-intercultural Studies. Soon after, she laid the foundation of her marketing 
career during the birth of the iconic 90s hip-hop era in new york city. it was alma’s keen ability to network 
and align with the right people that led her to serve on teams championing the success of leading national 
entertainment publications including The Source and vibe magazine.

currently, she keeps busy by working on several projects, including a partnership with chinese film producers 
promoting the rapidly growing film business in china, as well as producing her “next Up Series”, a series of 
events celebrating diverse film, Tv, and digital change makers.

Follow alma on social media: instagram and Twitter @paperplanesLLc  FB- https://www.facebook.com/
paperplanescollectiveLa/ 

PaneLiStS
anaSa tRoUtman
a writer, producer, and entrepreneur, anasa Troutman has dedicated her work to the importance of culture 
and the power of love. as ceo of her company, eloveate, anasa works to build and execute strategies for 
artists and organizations that are aligned with her vision of a loving world and her belief in creativity as a 
pathway to personal, community and global transformation.

FRiDay, JanUaRy 20th, 2017
time:  3:00-4:30 Pm

VenUe:  BLack hoUSe
PReSenteD By StaRz



Based in nashville, Tennessee, anasa awakened to her life’s work during her time in atlanta, Georgia, 
attending Spelman college and founding Groovement/earthSeed music, a successful record label and 
collective of young, cutting edge, visionary musicians, performers, and writers. eloveate’s current clients 
include india.arie, Rev. Sekou & The holy Ghost, The donny hathaway Legacy project, Rashu aten, and 
newcomer addison Scott.

BRian waLkeR
Brian Walker is the culture and entertainment advocacy director at color of change. in his role, he is 
responsible for the organization’s media engagements within entertainment content, to foster relationships 
with celebrities and influencers, and to influence the narrative of african-americans in the media. prior to 
color of change, Brian worked at a number of industry leading organizations including the creative artists 
agency (caa), participant media, Fox, and new Line cinema. Brian is a graduate of howard University’s 
School of Business and School of Law.

maRía aGUi caRteR 
maría agui carter is a playwright, screenwriter, independent director and producer. She grew up 
indocumented and graduated from harvard. a professor of visual and media arts at emerson college, and 
president of iguana Films, LLc, she has won George peabody Gardner, Warren, and Rockefeller awards, and 
served as a visiting scholar at harvard, Tulane and Brandeis.

her recent projects include the documentary/fiction hybrid film Rebel, winner of a 2014 erik Barnouw award 
(best historical films in america), broadcast as a national pBS prime time special; the play Fourteen Freight
Trains, (arena Stage, Washington, d.c., 2014), the script for the film ¡cUBa!, opening the first major cuba 
exhibit in decades at american museum of natural history (through nov 2017); and the opening episode of 
the 2017 SciGirls Latina (director) national pBS broadcast and trans-media series. her new fiction script The 
Secret Life of La mariposa focuses on immigration, and ecological devastation, and has been invited to
screenwriter’s labs through Sundance, cine Qua non, and new york Stage and Script.

PaneL DiScUSSion 
The impoRTance oF cReaTinG FiLmS oF SToRieS ThaT have noT Been ToLd
even with the recent success of Latino filmmakers, there is still a need for more authentic Latino narratives 
and characters that can reference who Latinos are today in the United States. how can Latino filmmakers take 
on the challenge of exploring identity, Latino identity at a deeper level? demystifying the Latino experience is 
very important to affect the overall culture, and the only way to accomplish that demystification is through the 
media. The demystification of Latinos will happen as more actors and filmmakers produce their own projects 
devoted to Latino culture. What will it take to share the Latino identity through film, and why is it relevant? 
how do filmmakers from other diverse backgrounds tell their stories? and, how they breakthrough to become 
more relevant in an industry slow to change?

SUnDay, JanUaRy 22nD, 2017
time:  3:00-5:00 Pm

VenUe:  Utah FiLm commiSSion



moDeRatoR:  RoByn moReno, ediToR oF LaTina maGaZine
Robyn moreno is a Latina Lifestyle expert, emmy-nominated Tv host, and author. as a sought after lifestyle 
expert, Robyn appears regularly on The Today Show, Weekend Today, the cBS early morning Show, The Steve 
harvey Show, Fox and Friends, cnBc, and Better Tv among  other national and local outlets.Robyn believes 
personal style can be easily achieved in all areas of your life regardless of budget—a philosophy she touted in 
her popular book practically posh: The Smart Girl’s Guide to a Glam Life (harper collins) and one she shares 
with customers in the nyc vintage store she co-founded: a Little Wicked.

Robyn crosses all media platforms to dispense her honest and fun advice.  She  was nominated for an emmy 
as the host of plum daily hamptons, a daily lifestyle show on the plum network, and  has written fashion, 
travel, and lifestyle articles for elle, inStyle, Glamour, cosmo For Latinas, Latina, Woman’s day, Quest, Beach, 
plum hamptons, The new york daily news, Redbook.com, Jetsetter.com, TheLatinKitchen.com, and about.
com.

a proud Latina of mexican-american heritage, Robyn has co-written, and co-edited two Latino-centric books: 
Suave: The Latin male (Rizzoli), a fashion book about Latino style icons and Border-line personalities: a 
new Generation of Latinas dish on Sex, Sass, and cultural Shifting (harper collins) an honest and irreverent 
anthology about life as a modern Latina. a native Texan and certified yoga teacher, Robyn spends her time 
between east hampton, new york and new york city with baby girl and hubby.

PaneLiStS
camiLa cháVez, eXecUTive diRecToR and co-FoUndeR, The doLoReS hUeRTa FoUndaTion
ms. chávez is the co-Founder and executive director of the dolores huerta Foundation (dhF). From the 
dhF headquarters in Bakersfield, ms. chávez oversees training for low-income community members in the 
areas ofleadership and organizing skills specific to civic and electoral participation so that they can become 
catalysts for change in their own communities.

The ideals of non-violence, selfless motivation and personal responsibility were instilled in camila by her 
parents Richard chávez and dolores huerta. camila grew up at the UFW headquarters of La paz where
those same ideals were reinforced through the actions of people like her Uncle cesar e. chavez.

after graduating early from high School in spring of 1994, camila participated in the UFW’s historic 343 mile 
pilgrimage from delano to Sacramento. The goal of the pilgrimage was to show the world that in spite of 
the passing of cesar e. chávez, the union was alive and well. during the twenty-five day pilgrimage, camila 
performed nightly as a member of Teatro peregrino to convey to workers the benefits of creating a union in 
their own workplace.

camila’s academic career led her next to mills college in oakland where she successfully balanced her 
undergraduate studies with her passion for working to achieve social justice. She served as a campaign 
coordinator for the Stop prop. 209 campaign, which fought to save affirmative action in california.



after graduating in 1998, camila worked in the public health arena for five years promoting medi-cal, healthy 
Families and other health coverage programs for low-income and undocumented families in San Francisco 
and alameda counties. in 2003, camila returned to the central valley to establish the dolores
huerta Foundation with dolores huerta. camila is convinced that it is our responsibility to take advantage of 
every opportunity to develop leadership, in ourselves and our communities, by building consensus around a 
common set of principles, values and priorities. it is the process of pursuing a life of principle we are able to 
ensure human rights. 

maRi aixaLa, FoUndeR - animaRi FiLmS
Traveling around the world as a young girl with her parents and family that had fled cuba in 1959, mari began 
to realize that art and storytelling were the surest way of expressing, understanding and connecting to the 
different cultures she experienced. She built upon her love for these themes when she started her career 
as an adult. mari began working as a bi-lingual art director in advertising working with some of the most 
recognizable brands in the world such as Kraft, pizza hut, pepsi, mercedes-Benz, volkswagen and Walt 
disney World.

eventually, she went on her own and continued writing and developing creative content for a variety of other 
worldwide brands and clients, including Bacardi.  as a result, she wrote and conceptualized on Wings They 
Soar, a historical documentary project about the history of the Bacardi Family and Brand. She also co-wrote 
and helped publish: Bacardi: a Tale of merchants, Family & company a retrospective large format coffee table 
book which won a Silver medal at the independent publishers Book awards.

motivated to connect, create and change, she founded animaRi FiLmS as a vehicle to bring cuba’s untold 
stories to light. She served as an executive producer on indie-film SomBRaS de aZUL, as an associate 
producer on musical docu-comedy, amoR cRonico, and cuban heavy metal documentary feature, haRd 
RocK havana (currently in post-production). She served as a Founding member of The hispanic Film Festival 
and as a Juror for The Sonoma international Film Festival.

currently, she is executive producer, alongside partners, carlos coto and andy Garcia, on RUm chRonicLeS, 
a Limited Tv Series based on the book Bacardi and The Long Fight for cuba. She is a director for the Bacardi 
Family Foundation. She serves on the organizing committee for Tedx Sonoma county and also is a Sponsor 
for Tedx havana.

“as the principal of animari Films, i have the privilege of focusing on projects that center around the two 
central themes that i am most passionate about: cuba and Women. They seem to present me infinite 
opportunities to explore my core values and my strengths.”

t

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter or at:
LatinoReeL.com

Latino Reel happens each year alongside the Sundance Film Festival 
and allows Latinos in film and filmmaking and their supporters, to 

gather, learn and network. Latino Reel works to promote 
Latino inclusion in the entertainment industry.


